DEPARMENT OF AGRICULTURE-SIAVONGA DISTRICT PROFILE

ORGANISATION, GOALS AND ITS UNITS

Goal: To manage and coordinate the operations of the Department in order to enhance agriculture
production and productivity in the district.

The Department of Agriculture is comprised of the following units namely: - Agriculture (including
National Agricultural Information Services), Agribusiness and Marketing, and Human Resource and

Administration-Policy, Planning and Finance.

GEOGRAPHY

Siavonga district is located in the Southern Province of Zambia. It covers a land surface of approximately
2, 540.8 Km? of which only about 17% is arable. The district is borders Chikankata on the North West,
Chirundu in the North East and Gwembe districts in the South West respectively with an international
border on much of its eastern part with Zimbabwe. The district lies within DMS 16° 32°0°‘S and 28"
43°0°°E latitude and longitudinal respectively.

AGRICULTURAL DEMOGRAPHY

Agriculturally, the district is divided into four (4) blocks and 10 agricultural camps. The four blocks
include Simamba, sinadabwe, Lakeshore, and Chaanga. Simamba block comprises of Simamba, Gwena,
and Bbakasa camps. Lakeshore Block has Manchanvwa Lakeshore and Munyama agriculture camps
while Sinadambwe block comprises Moonga, Sianyoolo, and Dambwe agricultural camps

Chaanga comprises Chaanga and Siamwinga camps. All the camps and blocks respectively fall under

chiefs Simamba and Sinadambwe.

The district has a total of just over Six thousand Eighty Hundred (6,810) registered smallholder farmers
on the Zambia Integrated Agricultural Management Information System (ZIAMIS) platform. The Camp
Extension Officer to farmer ratio is just over 641 which are higher than the minimum recommendation of
about 400.

CLIMATE AND PHYSICAL FEATURES

The district is typically in Agro ecological zone 1 with a longer dry period and rainfall are from October
to March annually. The area receives about 600 mm of precipitation annually from November to March
on average but of late it is even lower. August is the driest month, while October is the warmest month

averaging 33.4 °C with some days reaching as high as 43 °C. There is water stress in most communities
with some boreholes, streams either dry up or low water availability for irrigation and livestock drinking.



PRODUCTION AND PRODUCTIVITY

Siavonga district is very prone and vulnerable to effects of climate change. Crop Production and
productivity in district is very low. The district however boasts as among the major producers of drought
tolerant crops such as sorghum and millet in southern province.

DEPARTMENTAL KEY PROGRAMMES

>

FARMER INPUT SUPPORT PROGRAM (FISP)

Siavonga district is implementing the E-voucher FISP to facilitate farmer input distribution to
farmers in siavonga district. The allocation of farmer input packs is currently standing at 1,500
beneficiaries.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE FINANCING FACILITY (SAFF)

The previous season’s SAFF had only 4 beneficiaries who were successfully awarded with loans
in crop production with ZANACO as an implementing bank. There is however, overwhelming
demand for this facility. Modalities and guidelines for 2025/2026 season SAFF are yet to be
availed for commencement of the implementation of the programme for 205/2026 season.
PROGRAMME FOR INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT AND ADAPTATION TO
CLIMATE CHANGE IN ZAMABEZI BASIN (PIDACC)

PIDACC is an African Development Bank funded project which is at implementation stage. The
project seeks to strengthen the resilience of Zambezi communities to climatic and economic
shocks, through promoting inclusive, transformative investments, job creation and ecosystem
based solutions. The DACO is the focal point person for Siavonga district and the wards of
project implementation are Nanyanga, Simamba and Sinadambwe. 4 tractors have since been
received with 3 allocated to each ward. The 4" tractor is under farmer training center.

Potential Investment opportunities

>
>

-available land for irrigated crop and vegetable production.
-value chain investments i.e. sorghum value chain.



